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Hispano-Roman-Gothic population, excluding only the obstinate
minority that had taken refuge in Asturias, had permitted their most
intimate tastes to be influenced by the Arab and the Moor; and when,
in the form of the Mozarabs, this pliable majority flowed back over
Christian'Europe, it was to constitute the very substratum of nation-
ality. A military and political nationalism' was to be founded by
others; the economic and social phase was the task of the Mozarabs,
and down to the glorious era of voyages and conquests they were to
give to it their blood and sweat. When this socially mobile.population
-extremely mobile, in fact-returned to Christian Europe, it was to
bring with it a dense layer of culture and an energetic infusion of
Moorish and Negro blood, the effects of which persist to this day
in the Portuguese people and the Portuguese character. These were
a blood and a culture that were to be brought to Brazil; which explains
much in the Brazilian that is neither European, nor native, nor the
result of direct contact with Africa through the Negro slaves. It
explains much that is Moorish in the private life of the Brazilian in
colonial times and that still persists today, even so far as the physical
type is concerned.

In the course of the journey which, as Director General of Mines
and Forests, he made through the interior of the capitania of Sao
Paulo, at the beginning of the nineteenth century, Martim Francisco
de Andrade observed that, throughout an extensive tract, individuals
with pronounced Moorish physiognomies were to be encountered.
If Portuguese of this racial origin were extinct in the metropolis, it
is apparent from what Martim Francisco tells us that there were still
in our country many who preserved the splendid purity of the primi-
tive race, so numerous did the paulistas of Moorish origin and char-
acteristics appear to him to be.65

Great as was the influence of the Moorish ruler, that of the Moor-
ish war-captive fully equaled it. It was the vigor of the latter's arm
that was to render possible in Portugal the regime of agrarian auto-
colonization through large-scale property and slave labor, one that
was afterwards advantageously employed in Brazil. It was thanks to
the Moors and the religious, J. M. Esteves Pereiro tells us, that from
the earliest times in Portugal "agriculture, its principal industry, was
better developed than in other countries farther to the north."
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